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5 January 3, 1908 

POKT RICHMOND, CAL. 

Sick inspected 8 

Dead inspected 1 

Premises inspected 185 

Nuisances abated 34 

Rats found dead 80 

Rats trapped 115 

Poisons placed 8,400 

EMERYVILLE, CAL. 

Premises inspected 78 

Rats found dead 109 

Rats trapped 148 

Poisons placed 2,320 

Outgoing quarantine transactions. 

Passed Assistant Surgeon Hobdy reports, December 16: 
Week ended December 14. Seventy-two vessels fumigated and 
certified to and 53 vessels previously fumigated certified to. 

Report from Seattle, Wash. — Measures taken to prevent spread of 

plague. 

Reports received by the Public Health and Marine-Hospital Serv- 
ice show that the measures hereinafter detailed have been taken by the 
board of health of the State of Washington to prevent the spread of 
bubonic plague from Seattle, Wash. 

The following letter was sent by the secretary of the State board of 
health to all health officers, both city and county, to county commis- 
sioners, and mayors of all cities of the counties bordering on Puget 
Sound, and copies of ordinances relative to rat-proofing buildings 
and to the disposal of garbage were at the same time transmitted : 

October 30, 1907. 

The State board of health, after receiving a report from the board 
of health of the city af Seattle and Doctor White of the United States 
Public Health and Marine-Hospital Service in authority here, believe 
that the plague situation in this State is a matter of grave importance. 
There is no question that plague exists in one city on Puget Sound, 
and while every possible precaution is being taken by that city to 
prevent the spread of this disease, it will not be possible for them to 
do so without the aid and cooperation of every board of health in 
this district. Every county on the Sound is more or less in direct com- 
munication with this infected port. 

The following directions, if carefully and immediately followed 
out, will aid very greatly in preventing the spread of this disease : 

This disease exists and multiplies in human beings and in rats and 
mice and is carried from one to the other through fleas and other in- 
sects; it is therefore a matter of the greatest importance to destroy 
the rats and mice. This is done in general in two ways — by depriv- 
ing them of food and of shelter. 

To cut out their food supply : All garbage and refuse from kitchens, 
markets, grocery stores, fish markets, slaughterhouses, and butcher 
shops should be cleaned up and destroyed. If it can not be destroyed 
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and has to be dumped, the dumps should be surrounded by rat-proof 
wirenetting fences not less than 4 feet high. This wire should 
extend under the ground deep enough to prevent burrowing and be 
fastened at the top to a 10- inch flat board, so that the rats can not 
climb over. 

All fresh garbage and refuse should be burned at once, or at least 
should be kept about the premises as short a time as possible and only 
in covered rat-proof receptacles. 

Keepers of grain stores, storerooms, and elevators should, in every 
way in their power, protect their wares from rats, so that rats have 
nothing to live upon. 

Sewers, unless frequently flushed, are the harbor for many rats; 
therefore frequent flushing of the sewers with water is important, 
and care should be taken that the sewage is not discharged where the 
rats can get into it; if deposited in cesspools, protect and cover these 
with wire netting. 

To deprive them of shelter : Piles of waste material, lumber, boxes, 
etc., where rats can live and multiply should be cleaned up. If this 
can not be done, such places should be surrounded by a rat-proof 
fence and poisoned bait placed - within. 

In the case of buildings and cellars and area ways underground, 
they should be thoroughly cleaned up; the rat holes stopped with 
fine netting, which neither rats nor mice can get through; lime or 
chloride of lime should be scattered about all rat holes; new rat 
holes should be sought for constantly by each householder and treated 
in the same way. 

Piles and beams of docks and other buildings resting on piles 
along the water front should be protected by wire netting or zinc or 
other smooth metal garters, to prevent the rats from climbing up 
from the water or shore, and the docks should be tightly closed at 
night. 

All vessels tying to wharves should be required to use funnels on 
the moorings to prevent rats from leaving or coming aboard, and the 
gangway should be hoisted at night. 

The rats and mice should be killed and destroyed as much as possi- 
ble instead of driving them away to other places; they should be 
poisoned or caught in traps and killed in the traps. These traps 
should hold both mice and rats, and should be smoked or scalded 
and rebaited after each catch. The dead bodies of mice and rats in 
the traps should be burned. 

Any rats found dead or that when caught seem sick should be sent, 
by express, to Seattle, addressed to the United States Public Health 
and Marine-Hospital Service, care of the State board of health, 
402 Bailey Building, Seattle, Wash., where they will be exam- 
ined for evidences of plague. These dead rats should be wrapped in 
several thicknesses of paper, and placed with a tablespoonful of 
chloroform, in a tin box or can (the chloroform will kill the fleas on 
the rats). Those rats that are found dead, or when caught are sick, 
should not be touched or handled, but should be picked up with a 
stick or tongs. 

In other words, if you can cut off the food supply and shelter of 
rats and mice they will more readily take poison or be caught in traps 
and exterminated. This is a great safeguard against the propagation 
of bubonic plague ; no rats and fleas, no plague. 
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In human beings: Every death from a suspicious or peculiar ill- 
ness should be investigated immediately. Doubtful or peculiar cases, 
which are apparently typhoid fever or pneumonia or acute Bright's 
disease or acute gastro-intestinal infection or any other febrile in- 
fection in which diagnosis is not perfectly clear and in which death 
occurs very early, deserve prompt and special attention (in a sup- 
posed typhoid-fever case before ten days or in the other diseases men- 
tioned before five days). In all such cases the secretary of the State 
board of health, 402 Bailey Building, Seattle, should be notified 
immediately by telegraph. 

At the request of the governor of the State, the United States Pub- 
lic Health and Marine-Hospital Service has taken charge of the 
shipping, etc., of the State, and their representatives will be glad to 
furnish any information or any assistance that they can to any local 
board of health that requests it. 

All boats or vessels coming to your town from a port where plague 
is known to exist should be required to breast off from the dock 8 
feet, to have the hawsers or mooring ropes protected by rat guards 
properly placed, to see that the gang planks are lighted and guarded 
as much as possible, and when not in use, especially at night, with- 
drawn. Rats often get on shore by way of gang planks, especially 
the freight plank. 

A copy of the so-called rat ordinance recently passed in Seattle is 
inclosed and recommended for adoption. 

[Inclosnre — Copy of Ordinances.] 
ORDINANCE NO. 17039. 

Section 1. All building and basement walls of all storerooms, grain eleva- 
tors, warehouses, residences, or other buildings within the district hereinbefore 
described shall be so constructed or repaired by the use of screens, netting, 
cement, or other material or materials approved by the health officer of the 
city of Seattle as to prevent rats from gaining entrance to such buildings, and 
all food products or other products, goods, wares, and merchandise, whether 
kept for sale or for any other purpose, shall be so protected as to prevent rats 
from gaining access thereto or coming in contact therewith. All storerooms, 
grain elevators, warehouses, residences, or other buildings in said district shall 
be provided with two or more traps of a pattern approved by the health officer, 
such traps to be freshly baited at least twice each week, and shall be inspected 
daily, and any rat or rats caught therein removed and such trap or traps thor- 
oughly smoked and reset and rebaited. 

Sec. 2. All public and private docks in the city of Seattle, wherever located, 
shall be protected by wire screens or netting, or other materials approved by 
the health officer, and so installed as to prevent rats from gaining entrance to 
such docks at either high or low tide from vessels anchored or moored along- 
side of such docks or from other sources, and all food products stored in docks 
shall be so kept and stored as to prevent rats from gaining access thereto or 
coming in contact therewith. All docks shall be provided with two or more 
traps of a pattern approved by the health officer, traps to be freshly baited at 
least twice each week, and shall be inspected daily, so that rats caught therein 
may be removed, and such trap or traps shall be thoroughly smoked and reset 
and rebaited. 

Sec. 3. All slaughterhouses of every kind and nature and wherever located 
in the city of Seattle shall be so protected by wire screens or netting or cement 
as to prevent rats from gaining access to the building or buildings thereof, and 
all holes and openings in the building or basement walls shall be thoroughly 
stopped with cement, or other approved material, and all food products stored 
in slaughterhouses shall be so kept as to prevent rats from coming in contact 
therewith. 
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All slaughterhouses shall have two or more traps of an approved pattern, 
which shall be baited with fresh bait at least twice a week, and such traps shall 
be inspected daily, so that rats caught therein may be removed and the trap 
or traps thoroughly smoked and reset and rebaited. 

Sec. 4. Any person found guilty of violating any of the provisions of this 
ordinance or failing to comply with the requirements thereof shall be punished 
by a fine not exceeding one hundred (100) dollars or imprisoned in the city jail 
for a term not exceeding thirty (30) days, or be both fined and imprisoned. 

ORDINANCE NO. 15957. 

Sec. 13. It shall be unlawful for any person to have or permit upon any prem- 
ises owned, occupied, or controlled by them any nuisance detrimental to health, 
or any accumulation of filth, garbage, decaying animal or vegetable matter, or 
any animal or human excrement, and it shall be the duty of the health officer 
of the city of Seattle to cause any such person to be notified to abolish, abate, 
and remove such nuisance, and in case such person shall fail, neglect or refuse 
to remove the same within three (3) days after receiving such notice, such 
nuisance may be removed and abated under and by order of the health officer, 
and the person whose duty it was to abate or remove such nuisance, in addition 
to incurring penalties in this ordinance provided, shall become indebted to the 
city of Seattle for the damages, costs, and charges incurred by the city by rea- 
son of the existence and removal of such nuisance. 

Sec 17. It shall be unlawful for any person to dump or place upon any land, 
or in any water or waterway, within the city of Seattle, any dead animals, 
butchers' offal, fish or part of fish, or any waste vegetable or animal matter 
whatever ; and the board of public works is hereby authorized to offer a reward 
of fifty (50) dollars to any person furnishing evidence that will lead to t!he 
arrest and conviction of any person depositing the body of any dead animal in 
any water or waterway within the city of Seattle. 

Sec. 21. It shall be unlawful for any person, whether the owner, lessee, occu- 
pant, or agent of any premises, to keep or permit to be kept in any building, 
area way, or upon any premises, or in any alley, street, or public place adjacent 
to any premises, any waste animal or vegetable matter, dead animals, butchers' 
offal, fish or parts of fish, ashes, swill, or refuse matter from any restaurant, 
eating place, residence, place of business, or other building, unless the same be 
collected and kept in a tightly covered or closed metal can or vessel, which can 
or vessel shall be firmly attached to the body thereof a metallic tag or label 
bearing the name or names of the owner or owners thereof, and the number of 
the premises in connection with which such can or vessel is being or is intended 
to be used. 

Sec. 53. Any person violating or failing to comply with any of the provisions 
of this ordinance shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon conviction 
thereof shall be punished by a fine in any sum not exceeding one hundred (100) 
dollars, or by imprisonment in the city jail not exceeding thirty (30) days, or 
by both such fine and imprisonment. 

In addition, a circular letter, as to cautions to be observed on vessels, 
prepared by Passed Assistant Surgeon John M. Holt, of the Public 
Health and Marine-Hospital Service, and addressed to steamship 
agents, pilots, local authorities and all others concerned, were sent 
to the mayors of all cities on the Columbia River. In addition, re- 
prints of an article on plague prevention, prepared by Passed Assist- 
ant Surgeon M. J. White, of the Public Health and Marine-Hospital 
Service, were sent to all city and county health officers on Puget 
Sound, and later to all health officers of the State. The supply of re- 
prints was sufficient to enable all physicians in their respective com- 
munities to be supplied with copies. 



